The Atoms of Person in Pronominal Paradigms

In Indo-European languages, pronouns can distinguish up to three persons:
first, second and third person, referring to a speaker, hearer and non-participant
respectively. However, in other languages a fourth person emerges: the inclusive. It
refers to both speaker and hearer. As such, whereas first, second and third person
pronouns have a single referent as their obligatory or focal referent, the inclusive
has two: speaker plus hearer.

This dissertation investigates if other combinations of referents can make up the
focal reference of pronouns. There are three such combinations: (i) speaker plus
hearer, (ii) speaker plus non-participant, and (iii) hearer plus non-participant.
Together with the atomic person referents (speaker, hearer, and non-participant),
this yields a total of six possible persons. The dissertation argues that of these six,
only four are ever lexicalised in pronominal paradigms. The only complex person
is the inclusive, and other complex persons are unattested. Evidence is adduced
from a wide variety of typologically diverse languages supporting this conclusion.

This gap in personal pronoun paradigms is argued to be a part of a broader
generalisation: the CONCEPT FORMATION CONSTRAINT. This constraint is rooted
in the kite framework of Seuren & Jaspers (2012), an Aristotelian natural logic
theory that maps the concepts of closed lexical fields and the logical relations that
hold between them onto geometrical figures. The author applies this framework
to the lexical field of person, which explains exactly the observations made: only
one out of the three logically possible complex persons can be referred to with
personal pronouns: the inclusive.

ISBN 978-94-6093-295-3

Netherlands
Graduate
. School of
— Linguistics

Landelijke Onderzoekschool Taalwetenschap

1Jseuuos ufijor

-]
=2
0
>
(=g
)
3
0
o
-y
U
(1)
1
n
)
=
5.
U
1
()
=
)
3
=
2
")
(o))
1
o
2.
Q
3
0

Q 3
f/bi el =
L

Jolijn Sonnaert

The Atoms of Person in
Pronominal Paradigms

Netherlands
Graduate
School of

X e Department of
Linguistics

Linguistics





 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 17.717 x 12.598 inches / 450.0 x 320.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     24
            
       D:20081112155419
       1275.5906
       SRA3
       Blank
       907.0866
          

     Wide
     1
     0
     No
     528
     276
    
     None
     Left
     42.5197
     -4.2520
            
                
         Both
         2
         AllDoc
         19
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     113.3858
     Right
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.0g
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     1
     0
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



