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Why this now?

Features investigated include past time reference marking, imperfective,
prospective, perfect, and completive aspect, and modality, taking all language
varieties present in the multilingual Danish West Indies context into account:
seventeenth century and contemporary Dutch, English, German, Danish, and
West African languages as Akan, Ewegbe, and Ga.

Variation and change in
Virgin Islands Dutch Creole

Virgin Islands Dutch Creole is the now extinct language that developed as a
result of European exploitation of enslaved Africans in the highly multilingual
Danish West Indies (US Virgin Islands) in the Caribbean. Despite being the
creole language with the most extensive eighteenth century documentation,
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This dissertation explores system-internal and cross-system variation
of tense,
modality, and aspect markers, benefiting from their highly language-specific
profile for investigating and comparing closely related language varieties
where the linguistic background of the language user plays an important role,
as is the case for Dutch Creole.
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