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Subjective versus objective causal connectives
in discourse processing

Coherence relations and their linguistic markers play a significant role in the 
study of discourse processing and comprehension. A number of studies have 
shown that the presence of coherence markers, such as connectives, in a text 
facilitates discourse processing and representation. The current study focuses 
on causal connectives, and investigates how the information that is encoded in 
their processing instructions affects online discourse processing. More specifically, 
it investigates whether these connectives provide cues about the fine-grained 
distinction between subjective and objective causal relations. This question is 
relevant for two reasons. First, in many languages of the world causal connec-
tives seem to specialize in either subjective or objective causal relations. And 
second, subjective causal relations are assumed to be more complex than objec-
tive causal relations. 
In order to investigate this issue, this study includes a series of eye-tracking ex-
periments involving both backward (want versus omdat) and forward (dus versus 
daarom) Dutch causal connectives. The results reveal that causal connectives 
do more than just inform the reader that a causal coherence relation needs to 
be constructed between two pieces of text. They also provide information about 
the relative degree of subjectivity of that causal relation, which immediately 
affects online discourse processing. In addition, the results shed a new light on 
the source of the processing complexity of subjective causal relations.

ISBN 978-94-6093-105-5

Anneloes Canestrelli

Small words, big effects?

Subjective versus objective causal connectives
in discourse processing 



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 17.717 x 12.598 inches / 450.0 x 320.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20081112155419
       1275.5906
       SRA3
       Blank
       907.0866
          

     Wide
     1
     0
     No
     847
     199
     None
     Left
     5.6693
     -5.6693
            
                
         Both
         46
         AllDoc
         97
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     20.9764
     Left
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.1c
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     2
     1
     2
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 12.598 x 17.717 inches / 320.0 x 450.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20080703105454
       907.0866
       SRA3
       Blank
       1275.5906
          

     Tall
     1
     0
     No
     388
     360
    
     None
     Right
     127.5591
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         2
         AllDoc
         42
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     0.0000
     Top
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     1
     0
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



