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This book is the first grammar on Ternate Malay, a local variety of Malay spoken 
on the island of Ternate, North-Moluccas, Indonesia. It is a language with 
words flexible in function and meaning, which do not bear overtly expressed 
features to indicate grammatical functions. Linguistic tools traditionally used 
to distinguish between word classes do not work satisfactorily for this language. 

Certain lexical items and their position in a string of words serve as indicators 
of relationships between the words and determine the meaning they express. 
The preference for particular types of constructions and other combinatory 
abilities serve to limit the number of plausible interpretations and facilitate 
the determining of meaningful word constructions. The linguistic context and 
the non-linguistic situation determine the most appropriate interpretation of 
structures and the meaning they express.

Various kinds of constructions are analyzed, described, and illustrated with 
examples from stories, told by a young Ternate Malay speaker. The word 
order, different types of possessive constructions, spatial orientation, and 
other linguistic topics of interest are described and discussed. The grammar 
aims to complement linguistic descriptions of Malay varieties in general, and 
particularly those in eastern Indonesia. The Ternate Malay texts and examples 
display spontaneous and naturally spoken Malay used as the daily language 
of communication in Ternate. The accompanying CD-rom contains texts with 
sound files and a Ternate Malay-English wordlist.

Tern
a

te M
a

la
y: G

ra
m

m
a

r a
n

d
 Tex

ts

ISBN 978-94-6093-088-1

Betty Litamahuputty 

Ternate Malay
Grammar and Texts



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Join2Pages
        
      

        
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 17.717 x 12.598 inches / 450.0 x 320.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20080703105454
       907.0866
       SRA3
       Blank
       1275.5906
          

     Wide
     1
     0
     No
     388
     360
     None
     Down
     28.3465
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         17
         AllDoc
         70
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     0.0000
     Top
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     1
     0
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 12.598 x 17.717 inches / 320.0 x 450.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20080703105454
       907.0866
       SRA3
       Blank
       1275.5906
          

     Tall
     1
     0
     No
     388
     360
    
     None
     Right
     85.0394
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         2
         AllDoc
         27
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     0.0000
     Top
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9b
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     1
     0
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



