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All people tell stories. But what happens, when you're asked to tell a story in a
language that is not yours? In this dissertation I research storytelling and event
retelling by speakers of Dutch and English, in their native language, but also
in their second language. I pay special attention to those aspects of grammar
that could influence information structure.

The experiments in this thesis show that word order and progressive aspect are
important grammatical features for deciding how to structure your informa-
tion. However, the results also show that even though native speakers of
English and Dutch behave very differently, it is possible for some very advanced
learners to perform native-like in their second language.

Theoretically, these results present evidence against Levelt’s implication that
language-specific requirements only come into play at the microplanning
level. Slobin’s model of ‘thinking for speaking’ cannot explain the results either.
Therefore, in the final chapter, an adapted model of language production is
proposed.

Netherlands
Graduate

: LOT School of

Linguistics

ISBN 978-94-6093-020-1

PUD[IS] UDA UDZNG

$9IN)DJJ [VONDWUIDIY)

2IN)ONI)S UONIDWLIOJUI burduaINfjuI

Suzan van lerland

Grammatical features
influencing

information structure
The case of L1 and L2 Dutch and English

Netherlands
Graduate
. School of
— Linguistics

Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen ¢ %

"onies Landelijke Onderzoekschool Taalwetenschap





 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   StepAndRepeat
        
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins: left 0.00, top 0.00, right 0.00, bottom 0.00 points
     Horizontal spacing (points): 0 
     Vertical spacing (points): 0 
     Crop style 1, width 0.30, length 20.00, distance 10.00 (points)
     Add frames around each page: no
     Sheet size: 17.717 x 12.598 inches / 450.0 x 320.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 1 down, columns 1 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0001
     20.0001
     1
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     1
     1
     0.8080
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     0
            
       D:20110504165314
       907.0866
       SRA3
       Blank
       1275.5906
          

     Wide
     402
     249
    
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     1
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.0g
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



