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The central topic of this dissertation is the phenomenon Multiword Expressions. 
In this dissertation, Multiword Expressions (MWEs) are defined as combina-
tions of words that have linguistic properties not predictable from the individ-
ual components or the normal way they are combined. MWEs are studied from 
multiple perspectives. 

The first part of this study describes the design, implementation and popula-
tion of DuELME, a Dutch Electronic Lexicon of Multiword Expressions. DuELME 
has been created out of a need for a large number of lexical descriptions of 
Dutch MWEs organized in such a way that they can be used in a wide variety 
of different grammatical frameworks, approaches to MWEs and their imple-
mentations. The result is a resource that contains lexical descriptions of over 
5,000 MWEs, and that can be integrated into Dutch NLP systems with a mini-
mal amount of manual effort.

A corpus-based study of the variation potential of MWEs has been carried out 
in the second part of this dissertation. Central in this part is the Idiom Varia-
tion Potential Hypothesis, which postulates that the presence of certain proper-
ties of the idiom parts are responsible for their in principle unlimited variation 
potential. The hypothesis has been tested for 25 idioms taken from DuELME 
using both corpus data and panel judgements as empirical material.

Untangling Multiword Expressions is of interest to those working in the domain of 
linguistics, corpus linguistics, and to those who are concerned with the creation 
of  linguistic resources.

Nicole Grégoire

Untangling Multiword  
Expressions
A study on the representation and variation 
of Dutch multiword expressions

224

N
ico

le G
rég

o
ire            U

n
ta

n
g

lin
g

 M
u

ltiw
o

rd
 E

x
p

ressio
n

s

ISBN 978-94-6093-010-2 UiL OTS



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   StepAndRepeat
        
     Trim unused space from sheets: no
     Allow pages to be scaled: no
     Margins: left 0.00, top 0.00, right 0.00, bottom 0.00 points
     Horizontal spacing (points): 0 
     Vertical spacing (points): 0 
     Crop style 1, width 0.30, length 20.00, distance 10.00 (points)
     Add frames around each page: no
     Sheet size: 17.717 x 12.598 inches / 450.0 x 320.0 mm
     Sheet orientation: wide
     Layout: rows 0 down, columns 0 across
     Align: centre
      

        
     0.0000
     10.0001
     20.0001
     1
     Corners
     0.2999
     ToFit
     0
     0
     1.0200
     0
     0 
     1
     0.0000
     0
            
       D:20110414090734
       907.0866
       SRA3
       Blank
       1275.5906
          

     Wide
     402
     249
    
    
     0.0000
     C
     0
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

     0.0000
     0
     2
     1
     0
     0 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.0g
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



